
1 Student Interview Assignment Rosemary Woods

Interview #1: Ava 
 I selected Ava as a person I wished to interview because we attended school together 
where we were in the same ensembles and arts classes. We both shared the same private studio 
teacher, competed in local voice competitions, and had promising young soprano voices, but Ava 
chose to study engineering sciences instead of music. I find this interesting, and I wanted to 
understand Ava’s experience with music education. In the interview, I found Ava viewed music 
as a stress reliever, and a “break” from her maths and sciences. She expressed that she thinks 
music can improve self-confidence. 
“Q: Have you ever had any formal music training? A:Yes. Vocal, and violin, vocal for two years 
and violin seven. I also played trumpet.” 
 I had to prompt Ava to remember she played the trumpet which is interesting. She hinted 
that maybe she doesn’t include an instrument played in the academic setting to be one she 
identifies with. I asked Ava if she listened to music, and she tells me that rock is her music of 
choice, but it depends on the day.  
“Q: Do you feel like your experience at our high school, where we had mandatory musical 
ensembles and classes, made an improvement in your educational experience? A: Yeah 
definitely. Grade 12 was sciences and maths, and music was kind of a stress relief. It definitely 
was able to separate me from maths for a while, like a break. It was something else I could do 
that I liked to do that expanded my horizons.” 
“Q: Do you feel like our vocal and ensemble classes made an impact on you as a person? A: It 
definitely helped me be more confident. Being in front of a lot of people and stuff. Q: In our 
final year of high school you had a significant leadership role as a prefect. Do you think your 
confidence would be different without music? A: Absolutely. I feel like we were in the public 
eye all the time, and being comfortable, was pretty important. It’s like performing in a way.” 
I think more kids should be able to have the experience Ava and I had in high school, and that a 
positive boost in adolescent confidence is something that shouldn’t be taken lightly.  
“Q:Did you ever give any thought to studying music in university? A: Yes. I did. And then… I 
chose not to. Q: Do you want to talk about why? A: It was either going into something, like- that 
I’ve been obsessed with for a long time, space stuff because I want to specialize in aerospace,  
and so it was like, I could do this, but I could also do something I’m really interested in, in like 
performing… It came down to what I thought I was better at. Its easier for me to integrate music 
into my life than it would’ve been to integrate engineering.” 
I had always wondered if Ava had considered music, but this was the first time I’d ever asked her 
about it.  
“Q: Do you think extracurricular music helped you academically? A: I think I learned 
multitasking. When you're playing a violin your hands are doing different things, and you need to 
have the capacity to separate what things you're doing. I think that helped in being able to focus 
on things.” 
I think the metaphor of a student being a violin player balancing focus on different parts of one 
goal is pretty beautiful, and I hadn’t expected this answer from Ava. 

For the remainder of our interview, Ava and I discuss the advantages of our school making music 
mandatory, and the aggressiveness of our arts programs. Ava brings up the point that some kids 
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may come to resent arts when mandatory. I asked Ava as a final question if she wanted to ask me 
anything. She asks me if I would be studying music if our eccentric high school vocal teacher 
hadn’t approached my parents and told them I had potential. I tell her that I don’t think I would 
be studying music. 

Interview #2: Amber 

I chose to interview Amber, an architectural engineering student at Carleton, because she is a 
high school friend who was an accomplished clarinetist, but doesn’t identify as a musician. 
Amber is an avid athlete, and found her identity to be strongly influenced by this.  
“Q: Have you ever had any formal music training? A: Yes. I had voice training in elementary 
school, I quit, I had clarinet training from grades 5-12. I was part of the wind ensemble, and 
choir for a few years. Choir was horrible. I did it to be in the christmas concert. Band I somewhat 
enjoyed, and I liked the people in it.” 
I ask Amber if she thinks these added to her high school experience, and she tells me that it did. 
She says athletes don’t perform on a stage, and ensembles provided a relatively low risk 
environment for Amber, someone afflicted with stage fright, to perform. Amber used to have 
significant self confidence issues that affected public speaking and her ability to perform, and 
when we graduated she had spent a year being the “chapel prefect” someone who has the 
personal job of public speaking every day. She concedes some of it could be credited to music, 
and that taking scale tests in front of people used to terrify her. 
“ Q: Do you identify as a musician? A: Um… if someone asks if I play an instrument, I do. I’m 
decent. Now that I’m in university it’s not something I whip out and play. It’s not something 
someone would know about me unless they specifically asked.” 
I ask Amber if she ever considered going into music, as she is an accomplished clarinet player. 
She laughs at me and violently shakes her head. When I ask her why she gives me this response: 
“If I made a list of things I liked, music would be on it; but it couldn’t be something I do every 
day. I’d hate that. There’s things I like more than music.” 
I ask Amber why she thinks we both have such different takes on music after being in the same 
school. She doesn’t know she says, and she thinks that her stage fright affected how many 
opportunities she took advantage of. She tells me that she was much more interested in 
ensembles with teachers she admired, which I found interesting.  
“Q: What part does music play in your life? A: I listen to music 24/7. It’s distracting and 
relaxing. I can’t go anywhere without headphones.” 
I think it’s interesting that both Ava and Amber view music as a stress reliever. I ask her if she 
would consider being a musician at sporting events, and she recoils. She says she would rather be 
on the field than in the band. I ask Amber if she has a question she’d like to ask me, and she asks 
me if I’d considered studying anything other than music. I tell her that I considered english and 
philosophy, but that my path was pretty set. I also tell her I would be bothered wondering how 
happy I may have been in music. 
Interview #3: Emma 
I chose to interview Emma, a high school student who is also my cousin, because she loves  
listening to music of diverse genres more than anyone I know, but is not an instrumentalist or  
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singer to my knowledge. I learned in this interview that she had been forced to stop playing flute  
in band when she had injured her pinky finger of her dominant hand and had to have multiple 
surgeries. I asked Emma questions about how this felt, and she said she was disappointed in her 
experience, and wished she could’ve been accommodated. Emma had to quit band because the 
available instruments strain her injury. Emma goes to a public school in Ottawa with an 
accomplished music program, which she enjoys listening to. 
Q: What were your performance experiences like? A: I was really nervous, there were only two 
flutists, and I was worried that those watching would know which of us had messed up. Q: 
What’s music’s part in your life? A: When I’m really nervous or having a really bad day music 
helps me calm down, and it’s a nice way to start and end my day. 
I ask Emma if she’d describe herself as a musical person, and she tells me hesitantly that she 
could qualify as musical. She enjoys musicals and operas, as well as contemporary music. At the 
end of her description of her musical tastes. She decides with more conviction that she is a 
musical person.  
“Q: Do you think you would’ve remained in your school’s music program if they had been able 
to accommodate you even though you had limits from your injury? A: Yeah totally. I really 
wanted to learn piano too, but you had to have a private teacher if you wanted to do that.” 
I discuss the idea of iPad ensemble with Emma, and bring up the idea of accommodating those 
with multiple ability levels, and Emma tells me that she thinks that it was unfair that she couldn’t 
continue. She says that traditional western band instruments were available, and that she thinks 
more variety would’ve been beneficial to her music program. Emma tells me she felt 
uncomfortable in her music classes after the injury, as her teacher continued to let her take the 
course even though she couldn’t play, and that she felt her good marks were not deserved. Emma 
calls them “pity-marks”. I ask Emma if in college she’ll try to do any choir work, and Emma tells 
me she thinks the time commitment is too much.  
“Q: Do you think music has a special part in your life compared to the lives of other people? A: 
Somewhat, because of course I listen to music, but especially when I’m with you and your 
family and I get to hear you sing and listen to different stuff. I share music and the videos with 
my friends and it’s different than other families.” 
I ask Emma if she has a question for me, and she asks me if I think every student should have the 
opportunity in high school to have music in their schedule, and I tell her that I think very one 
should be accommodated regardless of schedule or ability level. 


